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HOMOPHOBIA IN SCHOOLS — POLICY 

947. Hon ALISON XAMON to the minister representing the Minister for Education: 

I refer to the recent announcement by the Victorian Minister for Education, Bronwyn Pike, that schools will be 
encouraged to set up gay–straight student alliances, share resources and provide teacher training that identifies 
and stamps out homophobia in the classroom. 

(1) Does the minister support similar action in Western Australian schools to counter homophobic and 
transphobic bullying of students, staff and parents in Western Australian government schools? 

(2) Will the minister be issuing and ensuring that the Department of Education issues explicit policies and 
specific statements to schools, students, parents and the community that — 

(a) outline positive programs to support same-sex attracted youth; 

(b) require schools to act against homophobic and transphobic bullying; and 

(c) affirm the government’s and the department’s stance against homophobic and transphobic 
behaviour? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) I note with interest the Victorian Labor government’s election commitment and will examine the 
outcomes of this initiative when they are available. Until the program has been implemented in 
Victorian schools, it is not possible to say whether similar action should be supported, as the member 
has asked in her question. However, I am pleased to be able to say that public schools in Western 
Australia already have in place a range of policies and programs to address all forms of bullying, 
including homophobic bullying and sexuality based harassment. 

(2) (a) All Western Australian schools currently have the Growing and Developing Healthy 
Relationships curriculum support materials. GDHR was developed in partnership with the 
Department of Health, Curtin University and other sectors of education. The resource was 
accompanied by professional learning for teachers, which continues to be funded at a state 
level by the Department of Health. These materials provide specific advice to teachers on 
issues relating to sexual orientation and identity, homosexuality and the law, and 
discrimination. 

(b) The Behaviour Management in Schools policy already requires that schools strive to develop 
an environment free of violence, coercion and discrimination. The policy includes specific 
reference to homophobic bullying, and public schools are required to take action to manage 
any incident. All public schools also have access to school psychologists who are available to 
students to provide support, guidance and referral. 

(c) This government and the department already have policy, appropriate curriculum and 
processes in place to adequately express a strong stance against homophobic and transphobic 
behaviour. 

 


